
  

 

DEW POND CREATION  

 

• You should ensure any relevant consents are gained before carrying out the work e.g. Planning 
Permission from the Local Authority or consent from the Environment Agency. 

• The design of the pond is dependent on the ecological objectives, which should be identified 
before work commences.  Peg out the edge before starting so that it is clear what shape is 
wanted. 

• If the pond is to hold water permanently it should be excavated to have a variety of water 
depths from very shallow margins to pools of between 1 and 2 metres deep. These will provide 
habitats for different types of plants and animals. 

• To avoid the pond drying out in summer months, it is recommended that minimum dimensions 
should be 18 m x 18 m. 

• The pond should usually be constructed with gently sloping margins (maximum 1:4 slope), to 
create a large drawdown zone and extensive shallows. Some steeper banks may be of value 
for species such as water vole. Excavated surfaces should be left rough. 

• Disposal of spoil should be carefully considered. You may require Environment Agency consent 
to put spoil in a flood plain. Where possible, spread spoil thinly across land away from the 
pond. Do not use it to form a mound or bank around the pond. Do not use spoil to fill and level 
adjacent wet areas or dispose of spoil on any sites of archaeological or ecological value. 

• Once the profile of the pond has been established, excavate a 400 mm x 400 mm trench 
around the circumference of the pond, to act as an anchoring point for the liner.  Lay 10 tonne 
of dug sand over the base of the pond to any areas which are particularly stony and cover this 
with a protective underlay in preparation to receive the butyl liner. 

• Cover the whole area of the pond with a butyl liner (specification attached) and then a 
protective overlay, ensuring that the liner and the overlay also line the surrounding anchor 
trench.  Lay 300 mm of topsoil over the final pond overlay using locally sourced soil.  Backfill the 
anchor trench and blend in the topsoil around the circumference of the pond to ensure that all 
introduced materials are completely covered and not visible at any point. 

• There is a presumption against fencing around a pond except adjacent to intensive grassland, 
although partial fencing that excludes stock from part of the pond may be considered. If 
fencing is required, it should be placed at least 1 metre away from the bank top. 

• It is usually unnecessary to plant up ponds following restoration. No plants or animals should 
be introduced until at least one year after construction. Fish, wildfowl and non-native plants 
must not be artificially introduced. Do not feed wildfowl in or around the pond. 

• Do not plant trees or shrubs anywhere around a pond. 

• If necessary, re-seed the area around the pond with a mix of native grass and wildflower 
species. 




